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Business & Industry Program
     Ever since its first settlers arrived in the mid 1850s, little Pine River, known by that 
name until it officially became Charlevoix in 1879, had an economic base—fish.  
Millions of tons of what was called “finny gold” teemed in Lake Michigan.  
     Then came lumbering in the 1860s, a 900-foot dock into the big lake that 
connected us to the commerce of the outside world, and the settlement’s first 
store and hotel.  By the 1870s, word was spreading fast about what a fine, 
healthy place this was to get away from the summer heat and stench of the big 
cities.  By the mid 1880s our tourist and resort registrations had reached the 
10,000 mark, all this in an era when the only way to arrive, other than 
stagecoach, was by boat.  Thus the business of accommodating visitors began, 
still so important to this day.
     The arrival of the railroad in 1892 brought in more industry immediately—a 
seed company, followed eleven years later by a sugar beet manufacturer, and 
a cement plant on South Point soon after that.  So fast and so important did 
Charlevoix grow to funnel the riches of the entire Lake Charlevoix basin that by 
1897 the Charlevoix Sentinel claimed that our two channels accommodated 
more maritime tonnage than any other port on our side of Lake Michigan 
outside Chicago.  This importance lasted for years.   
     Within the memory of many in Charlevoix today: Freedman Artcraft, now 
Harbor Industries, and Big Rock Point, Michigan’s first and the United States’ fifth 
nuclear power plant that spread our name around the globe for thirty-five years.  
And a modern cement plant, still operating, opened here in 1967 because we 
had a nuclear plant nearby. 
    Find out why this was, and much, much more when your editor presents a “A 
History of Business and Industry in Charlevoix,” illustrated by classic photos from 
the Society’s archives.    



When: Tuesday, May 7 
@ 7:00 p.m. 

Where: The Depot

      No admission charge, but donations in support of the Society appreciated.                            

MUSEUM HOURS

    The Harsha House Museum will be open up to April 27 Thursday through 
Saturday from 1 to 4 p.m.  Beginning Tuesday, April 30 until Saturday, June 29 the 
museum will be open Tuesday through Saturday, 1-4.  As always, the side office 
door facing the bank remains open  Tuesday through Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. for anyone who needs to conduct Society business, wishes to see an exhibit, 
do research, or make a store purchase. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY AT GENEALOGICAL WORKSHOP

     The Historical Society will be participating in the upcoming “Honoring Our 
Ancestors: Genealogy Talks” workshop, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Charlevoix Public Library, at the library Community Room on Saturday, April 27 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.   Other participants will be  the Genealogy Interest Group 
of the library, the Charlevoix County History Preservation Society, the Charlevoix 
County Genealogical Society, and the Norwood Historical Society.  This 
workshop will be conducted by nationally known genealogical research expert 
Megan Smolenyak over two morning and two afternoon sessions.  Ms. 
Smolenyak has appeared on PBS, CNN, NPR, Good Morning, America, and the 
Today show.  (Contact the library, 231-547-2651, for session topics, their times, 
and registration fees.)  
    The Society will be there to provide information on the resources which the 
Harsha House can provide for genealogical research: family history binders, 
booklets, and files, oral interviews, Charlevoix tax records, Sanborn fire insurance 
maps, Charlevoix County abstracts of land title, plat books, Civil War veteran 
research and cemetery records, phone books, and more. We will also have 
selected items of interest available from the museum store. 

MUSEUM CO-DIRECTOR STEVE GOSLEE RETIRING

     After ten years, Harsha House Museum co-director Steven Goslee has 
decided to retire at the end of April to devote time to family matters and 
continue work on his house in Atwood.   Steve came to the Society in 2003 after it 
was determined that the work load had increased to the point that one person 
could no longer do it justice if we were to advance into more publications, 
exhibits and programs, and modernize our record keeping for the collections.  
Steve, with the help of Patron member Patti Aikin, established the computerized 
business program that streamlined the financial end of the director’s duties.  He 
has had a hand in every publication and DVD we’ve produced since 2008, 
every exhibit, the museum store, almost every activity we’ve been involved in, 



has produced his own programs, worked on our storage problems and facilities, 
dealt with scores of our members both behind the scenes and in the museum, 
been one of the Society’s faces to the public, and in general has been an 
outstanding all-around asset to the organization.  He will not be absent totally in 
the near future, for he intends to keep active by volunteering with our future 
publications, exhibit planning and installation, helping out with participation in 
outside activities, and filling in for a director when the need arises.   We offer him 
our deepest thanks for ten years of a job well done, for his always sound advice, 
and for his unflagging interest in the well-being of the Society, the Harsha House 
and the city.
     A reception in Steve’s honor will be held prior to the May 7th program at 6:30 
at the Depot.  Please join us express our appreciation for his service and wish him 
well.   

THIRD ANNUAL GERANIUM FUNDRAISING SALE

     The Society’s third annual geranium fundraising sale will take place this year 
on Friday, May 24th.   Grown by Circle Herb Farm, these high quality blooms are 
offered again in Rocky Mountain Red, Hot Pink, or White in 4-inch pots.  Each pot 
is priced at $4.  Order deadline is Friday, May 17.  Pick up is at the Depot on the 
24th between 10 a.m. and 1 p.m.  For ordering information call Nancy Kline 
(businesses) at 547-4808; for individual sales, call Chris Unbehaun at 547-7034.  
Last year’s sale netted around $1500 for the Society.  

COMMITTEE POSITION OPEN

     The Historical Society is looking for someone who would be interested in 
chairing our Buildings & Grounds Committee.  The responsibilities include working 
with our co-directors to ensure that our properties (Harsha House Museum and 
Depot) are periodically assessed and properly maintained.  Please contact the 
Harsha House (547-0373) if you are interested.  

SOCIETY HOSTING MONTHLY CHAMBER BREAKFAST

     The Society will be hosting the monthly Chamber of Commerce First Friday 
Business Breakfast on May 3 at 7:30 a.m. at the Depot.  A brief illustrated program 
on the history of the Depot and the Society’s integral role in the community will 
be presented.  The cost is $7 for Chamber members and $10 for non-members.  

BEAVER ISLAND BOAT COMPANY LOOKING FOR SUMMER DOCENTS

     The Beaver Island Boat Company, in partnership with the Society, will be 
continuing its summertime historical walking tours of the downtown/Earl Young 
area again this year and is looking for docent/guides.  As of this writing, tours are 
planned for Wednesday through Saturday starting at about 2-2:30 and lasting an 
hour.  This is a paid position.  Anyone interested please contact Cathy Dewey at 
BIBCO, (231) 547-2311. 



MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

     In addition to the new MUSEUM sign on the front lawn, we will soon have an 
attractive 54” x 6” sign stating “HARSHA HOUSE + 1891+” on the front porch, 
readily seen from the street.  This sign was designed, made and donated by Jim 
Tank of Kitchens North, Inc. . . . Summer residents will be able to catch your 
editor’s program on Charlevoix’s businesses and industries on Tuesday, July 16 at 
6:30 p.m. when it is repeated for the Charlevoix Public Library summer lecture 
series, at the library . . . . Another treasure has arrived at the Harsha House—a 
model of the palatial 191-foot yacht Sylvia, in Charlevoix 1930-1941, made by the 
boat’s chief engineer G. C. Duman and shipped to us from California.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

     Dear Members:  I am very pleased to be able to announce that our new co-
director is on board: Sally Weaver.  Sally brings with her extensive museum and 
lighthouse preservation experience.  A former educator, Sally also earned an MS 
in Historic Preservation from EMU and a Landscape Certificate from MSU/
Northwestern Michigan University.  Please join me in welcoming Sally to the 
organization.  
     Steve Goslee will continue to be with us on a limited part-time basis during the 
transition through early May.  I want to thank Steve for his cooperation in training 
and supporting Sally in her new role.  We will be honoring him at a 6:30 p.m. 
reception at the Depot prior to our May 7 program.  Please plan to be there to 
meet Sally and pay tribute to Steve for his many years of service.
     On another note, we are getting weary of talking about the weather this 
“spring” and the relentless snow.  However, I do want to say a special thanks to 
Terry Lewis who has tirelessly kept our walks and parking area shoveled at the 
Harsha House.  He seems to magically get it done first thing in the morning—
always a pleasant surprise!                    Denise Fate

The Society welcomes new members: Connie & Jerry Rogers
The Society welcomes new Patrons: George & Shirley Haggard, Susan Kroll & Ed O’Neill,

Coast Guard Station Charlevoix
Donation (unrestricted) received in March from: Sharon Knutson

Donation in memory of Fran Tollas received in March from: Karen Lewis
Donation to the Keeper of the Light fund from C. Marilyn Gibbons in memory of the 

following: Ruth Ance, Clare Rose (Genia) & Joseph T. Schmidt Sr. & Jr,
 Roger & Connie (Oleksy) Pischner, Sybil Levinson, John & Hannah Corrigan  

                                                             

  

 


